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preface 



The teaching strategies for River Dell's Riddle Eastern Cultures 
unit of study which are presented here represent the third part of a 
project to develop new approaches to teaching about five culture, areas 
of the non-Westem world. The first two volumes relate to Asia (June, 1967) 
and Africa (January, 1968) . In accordance with the general aims set 
forth for this project, we are striving for student and teacher involvement 
that will encourage active learning in the classroom. The strategies 
that follow illustrate ways and means to encourage the learner , to find 
out for himself" through rational thought processes. 

We are indebted to our consultant. Dr. Paul Vouras of Paterson State 
College, who provided a sense of direction and inspiration for this effort. 
For assistance and cooperation in this regional project in curriculum 
development as well as in the establishment of the resource center 
necessary to accommodate our respective programs, we owe thanks to the 
following schools, their social studies chairmen and teachers. 



Mr. Douglas Bissett 
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To the members of the River Dell Regional Schools* Board of 
Education; to our Project Director, Dr. Wm. Wendell Williams, 
to our Curriculum Coordinator, Mr. John Petroccione; we extend our 
• f.vipnirg for encouragement and support. It is our hope that as we 
begin to recognize the educational significance of a global point- 
of-viev and the importance of education that fosters international 
understanding, we may help to point a direction for other schools 

in our area. 

The materials presented herein were developed pursuant to a 
grant f rom the U.S. Office of Education, Department of Health, 
Education and Welfare. However, the opinions expressed herein 
do not necessarily reflect the position of the U.S. Office of 
Education, and no official endorsement by the U.S. Office of 
Education should be inferred. 

Leonard Visser 
Project Coordinator 
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Dr. V our as 

Paterson State College 



THE MIDDLE EAST 

The suggested outline for an 8 week course which follows was prepared 
by Dr. Vouras of Paterson State College. 

A. GEOGRAPHY OF THE MIDDLE EAST (X week) 

1, Location (crossroads of the world) 

2. Geographical Diversity 

a. 3/h desert wasteland; rugged/infertile highlands 

b. few lowlands 

c. lack of water 

i* Aswan Dam (High Dam) - an attempt to augment the water 
supply of Egypt. 

ii. The Jordan River Water Problem - a good example to 
show how politics are hindering the optimum develop- 
ment of the river basin. 

iii. Limited mineral resources, except oil. 



B. ECONOMY OF THE MIDDLE EAST (1.5 weeks) 

1. Agriculture 

a. irrigated (oasis - agriculture) 

b. rain-fed 

2. Pastoralism 

3. Mining - oil (here discuss the role of oil in the economy of 
the region. 

U. Manufacturing 
5>. Trade 

6. Economic Planning (here discuss the Gezira Project end Nasser* s 
brand of socialism) 



C. MAJOR 



1 . 

2 . 

3. 

U. 

5 . 

6 . 



>R DWELOPMENTS IN THE HISTORY OF THE MIDDLE EAST (1 week) 

The Birth of the Islamic (Arab ) State and its Expansion 
The Conquest of the Region by the Ottoman Turks 
The Replacement of Turkish control and Influence by the Western 
Powers (Great Britain and France) after W.W. I. 

The Diminution of Western Influence after W.W. II 

The Reconstitution of the State of Israel 

The Emergence of Pan-Arabism and Nationalism after W.W. II. 



D. POLITICAL FACETS OF THE MIDDLE EAST (1 week) 

1. The All-Pervasive Influence of the State 

2. One-Party System 

3. One-Man Rule (Dictatorship) 

U. Remnants of Monarchy (Iran, Saudi Arabia, Jordan) 
3>. Attempts at Political Unification (UAR) 

6. Secular and Theocratic States 

7, Pan-Arabism 

E. CULTURAL ' FACETS OF THE MIDDLE EAST (1 week) 

1. Amalgam of Peoples (Arabs, non-Arabs, etc.) 

2. Cultural Heterogeneity 

3. Unevenly Distributed Population 



U. National Minorities 

5. Towns and Town Life 

6. Villages and Tribes 

7. An Emerging Middle Class ^ . . . 

8. Social Classes (peasants, nomads, city workers, intelligentsia, 

refugees ) 

9. The Rising Political Role of the Military 

10. Urbanization, Modernization and Westernization 

P. CONTRIBUTIONS OP THE M IDDLE EAST TO WORLD CULTURE (l week) 

Y, Antiquity Tuse of fire, wheel, etc.) 

2. Religion 
a* Judaism 
b. Christianity 
c* Islam 



G, PROBLEMS OP THE MIDDLE EAST (1.5 weeks) 

1. Pan-ArabTsm vs. ftegionalism 

2. Arab-Israeli Conflict 

3. Refugee Problem 
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Mr. Kelly 



An Introductory Activity ; What is the Middle East? 
A. Definitions 



Assign a number of students to locate as many definitions of 
"Middle East" and "Near East" as possible; they should also be alerted 
to note the origin of the terms. As a result of their search, students 
should be able to discover certain ambiguities and/or contradictions 
pertaining to the terms and in this way the lesson should help foster 
a healthy skepticism with respect to printed matter* The following 
sources illustrate the kind of problems with which the students will 
have to contend; 

1. Source; Webster *s Geographical Dictionary - 1966 

Middle East ; An extensive region comprising the countries of 
South and Southwest Asia and Northeast Africa... used to include 
the Near East and much more (Iraq, Iran, Afghanistan, Pakistan, 
India and Burma) to the borders of the Far East. 

Middle East is an indefinite and unofficial term ; the U.S. State 
Dept , does not employ it. 

Near East ; The Balkan States (earlier usage) and the countries of 
Southwest Asia (Turkey, Lebanon, Syria, Palestine, Jordan, Saudi 
Arabia and other countries of the Arabian Peninsula. . .by extension 
includes Egypt and African lands south of Egypt; as officially 
used by the U.S. Dept , of State, includes all of the above . Libya 
and all the Middle East . 

2. Source; U.S* Dept of State Publication 7706 (1961*) 

Title; The United States and the Middle East 

3* Source; U.S. Dept of State Publication 7681* (1961*) 

Near and Middle East Series 72 

Title; The Middle East - An Indefinable Region 

Some name must be given to the land of the Suez Canal and its 
commercial lifelines... whether it is called Middle East, Near 
East or some other name is not of the greatest moment. But 
"Middle East" as a regional term has outdistanced others.. .which 
signifies that we will probably have to live with it for some time 
to come. 



